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International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge Science and Technology for Development
MAJOR REPORT PUTS DEVELOPMENT AT HEART OF ASIA-PACIFIC SECURITY
WASHINGTON/LONDON/NAIROBI/DELHI, 15 April 2008 - Unless there is a determination to promote development, much of eastern Asia faces the prospect of serious social problems and an increasingly degraded environment says a major global report launched today. 
The report, the International Assessment of Agricultural Science and Technology for Development (IAASTD), says current patterns of agricultural development will increase pollution and environmental deterioration and pose major challenges for growing food and reducing poverty. 
Today, the East and Southeast Asia-Pacific region accounts for the largest numbers of environmentally displaced people in the world - a consequence of natural hazards as well as some planned production-enhancing investments, including dams and plantations. In addition, sixty percent of the ecosystems are degraded or used unsustainably.

Without political commitment by key decision-makers to ensure development, the downward spiral towards socio-economic turmoil and ecological degradation may be rapid and perhaps even irreversible.

The warnings come in one of the Assessment's five regional reports, on East and South Asia and the Pacific (ESAP). The other reports cover Central and West Asia and North Africa; Latin America and the Caribbean; North America and Europe; and Sub-Saharan Africa. There is also a comprehensive Global Assessment.
 

The IAASTD authors say the ESAP region has achieved remarkable successes in the last half-century. The key site of the Green Revolution, it is characterised by high levels of food production and rapidly growing centres of manufacturing and services. But it faces multiple problems: high levels of rural poverty, gender inequality and social exclusion, environmental degradation, and a growing rural-urban divide. By 2020 the water available per person will probably be about one-third of the 1950 level, or even less. Nitrogen pollution from fertilisers and domestic animal waste is expected to rise. And many of the region's governments, the report says, "are still indifferent to questions of [food] safety and quality".

The report argues that some of the gains of the region's high growth can and should be used to build safety nets for the rural poor, the majority of whom are women: it advocates policies designed to secure gender equity and social inclusion.

The report's detailed recommendations on using agricultural knowledge to help the region include ways of arresting the loss of forests and grasslands, tackling land and water degradation, conserving biodiversity, and both mitigating and adapting to climate change. And with conflicts increasing over natural resources and anxieties evident in disputes about fishing rights and water sharing, it sees a need to develop regional co-operation and conflict resolution systems.


The Assessment calls for "multi-functional" agriculture, serving our multiple demands for sustainability, equity, development and food. There are, it concludes, "unprecedented challenges ahead". It believes the way to meet them lies in re-directing the wealth of agricultural knowledge and expertise the world has built up: it should be targeted towards agro-ecological strategies that combine productivity with protecting natural resources like soils, water, forests, and biodiversity.


The authors say we have little time to lose if we are to change course. Continuing with current trends would exhaust our resources and put our children’s future in jeopardy, Dr Herren argues. Business as usual, Professor Watson says, would mean more environmental degradation, and the Earth's haves and have-nots splitting further apart. It would leave us facing "a world nobody would want to inhabit".

www.agassessment.org
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