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News release

4th World Congress on Conservation Agriculture inaugurated in New Delhi
New Delhi, February 4, 2009 – Jointly organized by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS), the 4-day congress held at the NASC Complex aims to bring researchers, farmers, extension-workers, policy planners, corporate leaders and non-governmental organizations to address innovations in agriculture for realizing improved efficiency, equity and sustainable practices. The highlight of the Congress will be the India launch of the International Assessment on the Role of Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology (IAASTD).

Eminent participants at the congress include Dr. Mangala Rai, Secretary, Department of Agricultural Research and Education and Director-General, Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR); Dr. Katherine Sierra, Vice President of Sustainable Development, The World Bank and Chair Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research; Prof. Paul Vlek, Director, Institute for Development Studies (ZEF), Bonn, Germany; Peter Kenmore, agricultural entomologist, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO); Jagdish K. Ladha, Senior Scientist and Country Representative for India at the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI). 

Despite emerging as the world's fourth largest economy in terms of gross domestic product, India is home to one-third of the hungry or malnourished population worldwide. In the 2008 Global Hunger Index, India ranked 66 out of 88 nations (developing countries and countries in transition), worse than nearly 25 Sub-Saharan African countries and all of South Asia, except Bangladesh. As India’s population continues to grow and incomes rise, sustainable increases in production will be required prompting greater emphasis on diversification and increasing agricultural productivity. The IAASTD assessment explores the role of agricultural science and technology in reducing hunger, improving livelihoods, and increasing economic growth and increase productivity in a sustainable manner. 
“We are putting food that appears cheap on our tables but it is food that is not always healthy and that costs us dearly in terms of water, soil and the biological diversity on which all our futures depend,” said Professor Robert Watson, Director IAASTD. “At present more than 850 million people in the world are hungry or malnourished and 4 million more will join the ranks annually. The reason is not a lack of agricultural production, but rather a lack of access and delivery to the poor, as well as the effects of trade distortions such as subsidies and tariffs.”

###
About IAASTD: 

The International Assessment of Agricultural Science and Technology for Development (IAASTD) is a unique international effort that will evaluate the relevance, quality and effectiveness of agricultural knowledge, science, and technology (AKST); and effectiveness of public and private sector policies as well as institutional arrangements in relation to AKST. The purpose of IAASTD is to assess agricultural knowledge, science and technology (AKST) in order to use AKST more effectively to reduce hunger and poverty, improve rural livelihoods, and facilitate equitable, environmentally, socially and economically sustainable development. The IAASTD seeks to bring the best available information to bear on policy and management decisions, and involve regional experts in the preparation and peer-review of the sub-global assessments. The project is a major global initiative, developed out of a consultative process involving 900 participants and 110 countries from all regions of the world. Learn more about the IAASTD and how it has come about. The IAASTD was launched as an intergovernmental process, with a multi-stakeholder Bureau, under the co-sponsorship of the FAO, GEF, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, the World Bank and WHO.

Contact Details: For further information on IAASTD or one-on-one interactions with participants/panelists at the Congress, please contact:
Sevashree Mohapatra - Ogilvy Public Relations Worldwide on +91 9810876151

Email: sevashree.mohapatra@ogilvy.com
Madhurjya Kotoky – Ogilvy Public Relations Worldwide on +91 9873609144
Email: madhurjya.kotoky@ogilvy.com 






