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News release
Eminent panel recommends informed decision-making for tackling food crisis
New Delhi, February 6, 2009 – In a panel discussion on International Assessment on the Role of Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology (IAASTD), eminent scientists, thinkers and policymakers deliberated on the emerging global water and food crisis and it’s implications for India / South Asia. The panel recommended informed decision-making as the first step towards reaching possible solutions. 
Despite emerging as the world's fourth largest economy in terms of gross domestic product, India is home to one-third of the hungry or malnourished population worldwide. In the 2008 Global Hunger Index, India ranked 66 out of 88 nations (developing countries and countries in transition), worse than nearly 25 Sub-Saharan African countries and all of South Asia, except Bangladesh. As India’s population continues to grow and incomes rise, sustainable increases in production will be required prompting greater emphasis on diversification and increasing agricultural productivity. The IAASTD assessment explores the role of agricultural science and technology in reducing hunger, improving livelihoods, and increasing economic growth and increase productivity in a sustainable manner. 

The panel included authors of the IAASTD – Prof. Kawther Latiri, Directeur de Recherche at INRGREF (Institut National de Recherche en Génie Rural, Eaux et Forêts) in Tunisia, Dr. Rajeshwari Sarala Raina, Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi and Dr. Satinder Bajaj, of Noida. Speaking about the relevance of the IAASTD assessment Dr. Raina said, “The Government of India has made a commitment to inclusive growth in the 11th FYP; the IAASTD findings speak directly to this commitment to eradicate poverty and malnutrition, and ensure a sustainable environment.  Today, the world looks up to India to emerge as the most dynamic environmental nation state to lead a real green revolution,  deploying advanced eco-friendly technologies, its wealth of traditional knowledge, and humane macro policies. 

The event was organized by the US-based non-profit organization, Island Press, a trusted source for environmental information and solutions. Commenting on the discussion, Chuck Savitt, President and co-founder of Island Press said, “This discussion is a reflection of our commitment to make a positive difference by contributing fresh insights towards addressing the pressing environmental problems of the day. As in other parts of the world, we will strive to create a community of teachers, scientists, policymakers, communicators, and citizen activists in India who are passionate about the natural world and are empowered by access to innovative ideas to protect it." 

       ###

About IAASTD:

The International Assessment of Agricultural Science and Technology for Development (IAASTD) is a unique international effort that evaluated the relevance, quality and effectiveness of agricultural knowledge, science, and technology (AKST); and effectiveness of public and private sector policies as well as institutional arrangements in relation to AKST. The purpose of IAASTD was to assess agricultural knowledge, science and technology (AKST) in order to use AKST more effectively to reduce hunger and poverty, improve rural livelihoods, and facilitate equitable, environmentally, socially and economically sustainable development. The project is a major global initiative, developed out of a three year consultative process involving 400 participants and 110 countries from all regions of the world.. The IAASTD was launched as an intergovernmental process, with a multi-stakeholder Bureau, under the co-sponsorship of the FAO, GEF, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, the World Bank and WHO. Learn more about the IAASTD, how it has come about at http://www.agassessment.org.  The seven volume Reports are available at Island Press.org  
About Island Press:

ISLAND PRESS, a US-based non-profit organization, founded in 1984, stimulates, shapes, and communicates the ideas that are essential for solving today’s environmental problems around the world. Through cutting-edge publishing projects that include 800 books in print - translated into 20 languages. And innovative programs, complemented with outreach initiatives, are recognized by leaders around the globe as a key resource for multidisciplinary, peer-reviewed information and solutions for scientists, policymakers, environmental advocates, the media, and the general public.  www.islandpress.org.
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