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International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science & Technology for Development 
Major agriculture report  
 “BUSINESS AS USUAL IS NOT AN OPTION”

--Professor Robert Watson- Director IAASTD & Chief Scientist DEFRA

Modern agriculture will have to change radically to better serve the poor and hungry if the world is to cope with a growing population and climate change while avoiding social breakdown and environmental collapse. 
That is the message from the report of the International Assessment of Agricultural Science and Technology for Development. The assessment was considered by 64 governments at an intergovernmental plenary in Johannesburg which came to a close on Friday. 
Professor Bob Watson, Director of IAASTD said:
“To argue, as we do, that continuing to focus on production alone will undermine our agricultural capital and leave us with an increasingly degraded and divided planet is to reiterate an old message. But it is a message that has not always had resonance in some parts of the world. If those with power are now willing to hear it, then we may hope for more equitable policies that do take the interests of the poor into account.”
More than 400 expert authors have assessed evidence across a wide range of knowledge that is rarely brought together. They conclude we have little time to lose if we are to change course. Continuing with current trends in production and distribution would exhaust our resources and put our children’s future in jeopardy. And the increasingly globalised food market and ever-increasing food imports mean that no country can assume itself to be immune to the implications.

Price volatility in staple foods such as rice, maize and wheat, on which a large portion of the world’s population depends, is expected to continue because of uncertainties surrounding increased demand caused by ongoing population growth, the alternative use of maize and soybeans for bio-fuels, and increasing speculation on agricultural commodities. 
Gordon Brown, writing about the potential for improving developing country production capacity to help cope with recent food price inflation in his recent letter to the Japanese Prime Minister said:
“Rising food prices provide an opportunity as well as a challenge for poor countries - with three out of four poor people in the world living in rural areas and dependent on agriculture. We must help smallholders address problems of limited and insecure landholdings, lack of access to inputs and markets, poor rural infrastructure and inadequate market information.”

The IAASTD report calls for a more holistic view of agriculture, and urges governments, NGOs and the private sector to work together to ensure that the needs of the future are better served by the practices of the present:
“Although considered by many to be a success story, the benefits of productivity increases in world agriculture are unevenly spread. Often the poorest of the poor have gained little or nothing, and 850 million people are still hungry or malnourished with an additional 4 million more joining their ranks annually. We are putting food that appears cheap on our tables but it is food that is not always healthy and that costs us dearly in terms of water, soil and the biological diversity on which all our futures depend.”
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